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The setting is Havana Harbor, Cuba. The USS Maine has just exploded under mysterious circumstances bringing the Spanish Empire and The United States of America to war. Why the war started could have been for a number of reasons, the effects that it had however were profound. For the first time in their history, the last colonies of the Spanish Empire were able to taste freedom. While the other former colonies were able to wrestle their freedom from an empire an ocean away, these last colonies had the Spanish hold strengthened on them in an effort to keep them. Accordingly, when this war began, it was a chance at freedom; one that the rebels were willing to take.  It is this environment that Jose Marti has written “Nuestra America”; “Our America”.  Therefore, stepping back and seeing the other forces at work, the forces that brought Marti to write Nuestra America is a must. 
These forces being the free Latin Countries, how they have lead and what is happening in their countries. These newly independent countries had to rebuild their societies and economies, it was no easy challenge. Take for example New Granada, Simon Bolivar the liberator, freeing the state from Spain’s rule; even becoming president for a time. He spent time in europe and these European visits instilled within a lasting admiration for, the European ideals of Liberty and popular sovereignty. He firmly envisioned the future of Latin America as that of relatively small independent republics held together by strong presidencies and hereditary states. Unfortunately after his death New Granada fell apart into what is now Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, and later Panamá. It is here that the problems begin. For instance, the Caudillos, those in charge of the country, were door- revolving; Venezuela for example went through 41 presidencies and 30 insurrections in the period of 1830-1899. Hence, political instability was a factor in most countries. 
Other political issues include the deep split in society between liberals and the conservatives on voting rights. Liberals wanted to extend it to all males, while conservatives sought to limit it though literacy and property requirements. To further the tensions once independence was won distrust between the two groups with very different property interest set in and the political consensus fell apart. Among the many issues over they were split the relationship of the church and state was one of the deepest. State-Church issues often remained hostile, especially in Mexico, Guatemala, Ecuador, and Venezuela. 
Other issues in the newly formed republics include economics. During the colonial period, the economies of the colonies followed a pattern of mercantilism. After independence this ended. The Latin American republics were free to buy or see and to borrow money anywhere in the world. The problem is that capital had fled the continent and left behind uncultivated estates and flooded mines. The Catholic Church held huge uncollectable debts. In many areas taxes could not be collected, the soldiers taking their payment in the form of looting. It was not as if the politicians helped matters, the reconstruction of a fiscal system to support the government remained contradictory and problematic. On average it took until the 1850s for Latin American economies to fully recover. 
What’s more, outside of Latin America there were problems for these new independent countries. These problems came in the form of Imperialism. For example, as stated earlier Latin American countries were able to take loans out from whomever they wanted. This benefited Great Britain in the extreme. Not only pushing the economics of the countries into further disarray it indebted to Great Britain and other countries sending out loans. Giving a slight ability to control the country. Another example of more direct imperialism in Latin America would be the aggressiveness the United States of America was expressing toward the Spanish Empire. The Spanish Empire was already an imperialist power, however they were on their last leg and the United States was looking to take over for them. There were ideas circling Washington that the United States should just buy Cuba and the other remaining Spanish Colonies incorporating them under the US as protectorates. It is the fear that Cuba could go from one owner to another, but war broke out instead, Cuba but a piece in the United States thirst for an empire of its own.
Thus when taking all of what has happened in Latin America into account, it is no surprise that Marti would be hesitant to turn govern his country in foreign styles that had not exactly worked for his counter parts. In his writing Nuestra America, Marti urged those within his country to not emulate foreign solutions to their problems but to look to their own creativity. 
There are always drawbacks when becoming a free nation, history proved that much to Marti. The leaders of the Cuban revolution have had time to go over what their countries needs. But going from a colony to a new free country takes work. The other New Countries taught Cuba that. Marti’s specific reservations come from this lack of identity. All their lives they have been people of the colony, suddenly becoming a country creates a change in identity. Marti specifies the questions that need answered before they can truly begin. “Who are we, where have we been, which direction should we go … We must know the problems in order to respond to them, and we must know our potentials in order to realistically frame our response”(pg. 116).  If they can utilize the answers to these questions then their country can succeed but if they can’t; this is why Marti has reservations about the hierarchy of knowledge held, why he is worried about foreign influence within Cuba, why the failings of Latin Countries influenced his view. 
While barbarism is real knowledge of the country, forces at work within, in submitting to this knowledge one would do well to rule their country.  It is important to acknowledge this when as seen in the other Latin countries the stratus of society comes bearing great weight upon the country. Social classes were formed based on ancestry and thus tensions have been created in the society. Marti goes on to say “Our republics have paid through tyranny for their inability to understand the true national reality, to derive from it the best form of government, and to govern given according”(pg. 116). That is what he means, Latin America has paid when one of the classes is in charge what you need is someone from every class, from every background that makes up the country. In achieving this the government could succeed to Marti, “Good government arises from the conditions and the needs of each nation”(pg. 115). Moreover, Mari starts his argument with, “To govern well requires an understanding an appreciation of local realities”(pg. 117) He claims that if you have an understanding of our country, of your nation, with all of its features; the good, the bad, the tensions and players in its world, than anyone can govern well. It will not be the one who strives to govern based upon what has worked elsewhere. As Marti says, “No struggle exists between civilization and barbarism but rather between false erudition and natural knowledge”(pg. 115). It will be the person who knows his people and his country and wields that knowledge to bring both into greatness; while some consider this barbarism. civilization and barbarism are in opposition to Marti as civilization is taking what has worked elsewhere and forcing it onto another country.  Therefore, allowing for those outside the country to rule it in the process destroying what it means to be Cuban, they would ruin the country by not having the knowledge necessary to rule it. 
Given these reservations it is easy to see why Marti would have a distrust of the foreign ideas shaping the country. Afterall, as the other republics demonstrated, “Imported ideas and institutions with scant relationship to local realities have retarded the development of logical and useful government's”(pg. 116). Thus it is important to position the new country carefully; after all, there is the threat of the United States in the air. The United States is one of the key players in this new game of imperialism. By acquiring islands and pieces of land all over the world the ability of a country to protect its people rises dramatically. And the US had a desire for an ‘in’ in Latin America. The United States of America needed markets for their newly industrialized nation afterall. The concept of manifest destiny was alive and well the United States was looking for an empire. And these countries who were free, would sooner or later, need the help of much more established nation of the United States -- a form of economic imperialism if you will. Cuba was the perfect target for this imperialism, a country just about to become its own with no allies to help them in their war, the appeal of the US, who wanted the European powers out of its waters was to great to ignore. The United States was able to go to war through the Monroe doctrine -- stated that further efforts by European nations to colonize land or interfere with states in North or South America would be viewed as acts of aggression, requiring U.S. intervention -- which Marti decidedly went against.  “The greatest need of Our America is to unite in spirit. The Scorn of our strong neighbor the United States is the greatest present danger to Our America”(pg. 117). It is in this refusal of help that Marti goes against the Monroe Doctrine, it is here that he makes a stand. He will not put up with the United States mistreating Cuba, he would rather the US did not see them as a threat and hopes that the “new generation reshapes our continent. This new generation recreates Our America. It sows the seeds of a New America … The hopes of Our America lie in the originality of the new generation”(pg. 117). 
Thus when taking into account the context of the situation, the failings of the other Latin Countries -- Politically, Economically, Socially -- the thirst of the Imperialist Powers that lord control over them, and the circumstances that surround the writing of this document -- Cuba’s Revolution truly having the chance to succeed after the failings of the Ten Years War. It is no wonder that Marti would want Cuba not to emulate foreign solutions to their problems but to look to their own creativity. It is no surprise that he is hostile towards the United states, nor that he sees the only solution to countries problems requires a firm grasping of them. One that can only be acquired through knowledge of the country's past and how it has shaped the tensions within. It is not so astonishing that he would hold reservations about this step in Cuba’s history the Other Latin nations demonstrate why his reservations are not unfounded. 

